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B Wolves, bears, lynx, boars and bison set to return in wildlife wilderness reserve

Restoring the past — and planning

for the ?::.w

THE jury is out on one of been embraced whole-

Sutherland’s newest
landowners, Paul Lister,
and his ambitious _u_unw
to set up Europe's first
wildlife wilderness re-
serve, stocked with
predators once native to
the country, on his
23,000-acre Alladale ma
tate.

Is he a naive dreamer
with the money to in-
dulge a whim to turn
back the clock to a time
" long gone, when the an-
cient Forest of Caledon
clothed the Highlands
and the Bog Five — the
grey wolf, the European
brown __.ua. the lynx, the
wild boar and European
bison — roamed free?

Or is he a visionary en-
vironmentalist who will
single-handedly reverse
the fortunes of this eco-
nomically depressed and
bypassed south-east cor-
ner of Sutherland which
has suffered so badly
from the building of the
Dornoch Bridge?

Local people got the

opportunity to make their
own judgement at a pub-
lic meeting where resi-
dents in the Ardgay,
Bonar Bridge and Lairg
area heard Mr Lister ex-
plain his plans for the
long-term future of Al-
ladale.

The son of MFI co-
founder Noel Lister, the
46-year-old millionaire is
under no illusion that his
wilderness project has

heartedly by the commu-
nity. But he is keen to
have the support of local
people.

“We have already had §

§0 many positive re-
sponses and letters of
support. I'm really en-
couraged that I haven't
received one negative
letter or e-mail out of
about 150," he revealed.

He has travelled to 130
countries and seen many
wildlife projects — but
the seed for the Alladale
project appears to have

s 3 e
been sown when he was 5.135“_3».85_ walkers. I had wanted
came after seven years of around 50,000 acres, but
was happy to settle for

“I have no public road

in his 20s and his father
bought some bare hill
ground in central Scot-
land for re-afforestation.

“I shot my first few
deer there, before think-
ing ‘What am [ doing?
What has happened to
nature that we have now
got to cull deer? The an-
swer is that we have
eliminated the natural
predators. From there I
got interested in Euro-
pean species and the
vore Project in Roma-
nia."

Lister, who has strong
links with the Shamwari
and Sanbona Game Re-
Mﬂ_ﬂ_ﬁu _J wo_.__”gg

ca, no longer hunts,
shoots or fishes, although
he does not oppose deer
culling.

His acquisition of Al-
ladale for £3.5 million in
2003 was neither a rash

searching for the perfect
location in which to es-
tablish a wilderness re-

“I had looked for seven
years for an area of
ground to fit a certain set
of criteria,” he said. “If I
had ten things I needed, si
Alladale had eight out of
the ten. Everywhere else
had three or four out of
ten, so it was a no-brain-

“It was within an hour

student places are on of- si

health and fitness and
traditional deerstalking
parties. He has already
- formed links with indi-
viduals and organisa-
tions. Celebrity chef Nick
Nairn has been asked to
host a cook school at Al-
ladale. “Yogologi,” which
runs and operates yoga
retreats all over the
world, are considering

icking Alladale for its

rst UK destination. Out-
- door wear manufacturers
Carrymore have agreed
painting, cooking, uéan to stock a small shop in

the lodge. His main aim,
however, is to create the
only large-scale wilder-
ness wildlife reserve in
the northern hemisphere
— & 50,000-acre fenced
area into which he will
introduce the Big Five
who will feed on the deer
population. It will be, he
says, not so much a safari
park as a massive Kin-
craig Wildlife Park. Ecol-
ogists have recommend-
ed that Alladale can sup-
port two packs of wolves,
with five or six animals

Mr Lister warned that
he is not prepared to un-
derwrite the estate indef-
initely and that it will
have to pay its way. “T've
got to fill up the lodge
365 days a year,” he said.
“I'm not interested in
running a lodge which
will only open three
months of the year. I
ﬂﬁu_ the Ewnm S“
umming, even if it's
middle of winter and
there’s a blizzard out-

spect,” he mn!!uo._

experience”. Up to auH

U Paul Lister on his
estate at Alladale.

O FAR LEFT: the
restored Alladale
Lodge.

in each pack, two pair of
lynx, 15 to 20 bears, and
50 to 100 wild boar.

In the process he also
plans to restore Scot-
land's native forests of
Caledonian pine, juniper,
hazel and round birch.
Some -20,000 broadleaf
trees are due to be plant-
ed this year and a further
250,000 over the next
three years.

“The reserve will be a
huge attraction for Scot-
land and the Highlands.
When you start talking
about wolves and bears,
people will want to come
here from all over the
world. It has been done
in other parts of the
world — people travel
thousands of miles to see
the the Big Five of
Africa”

Lister acknowledges
that there will be several
obstacles to overcome,
including the right te
roam issue, before his
plans come to fruition
but he is confident he
will get the green light,
and also funding in the
form of EU grants and
corporate sponsorship.

He is also very aware
that the main objection
local people have to his
plans is on safety
grounds, but he insists
that the £2 million, three-
metre high electrified
fence it is proposed to
erect around the planned
reserve will keep the
predators inside,




